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Grapefruit  production  in 
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Area  and  production:     Cuba  is  one  of  the]  important  sources  of 
grapefruit  entering  into  world  trade  and  about 
grapefruit  producer.    Total .  grapefruit  production  in  Cuba' 
300,000  boxes  a  year  of  which  the  Isle  of  Pines  supplies  four-fifths  and 
the  mainland  of  Cuba  one-fifth.. 

Total  area  in  cultivated  grapefruit  groves  in  Cuba  probably  does 
not  exceed  1,500  acres  of  which  1,200  is  located  on  the  Isle  of  Pines. 
Estimates  for  the  Isle  are  varied  ranging  from  1,100  to  1,800  acres  but 
original  plantings  were  much  larger.     The  chief  producing  provinces  on  the 
mainland  of  Cuba  are  Pinar  del  Bio,  Hebana,  Santa  Clara,  Camaguey,  and 
Oriente . 

Frosts  are  not  a  problem  in  Cuba  or  the  Isle  of  Fines  but  hurri- 
canes cause  considerable  loss.     In  recent  yeers  the  hurricanes  of  1926 
and  1933  have  seriously  disrupted  the  industry  on  the  Island. 

■ 

The  varieties  of  grapefruit,  grown  in  Cuba  are  similar  to  those 
produced  in  Florida.     The  chief  varieties  grown  on  the  Isle  of  Pines  are 
Walters  end  Duncan    nd  also  some  Silver  Cluster  and  Marsh.     In  the  boom 
days  before  the  war  when  plantings  were  heavy  a  good  shar-  of  the  stock 
planted  was  of  uncertain  origin  consequently  there  is  considerable  confusion 
among  growers  us  to  varieties  produced.     The  average  yield  is  about  2  l/2 
boxes  to  the  tree. 

Cost  of  production:  Growing  costs  on  the  tree  in  1932  ranged  from 
60  cents  to  around  $1.10  a  box;  picking,  packing  and  transportation  to 
the  wharf  at  Gerona ,  the  port  of  shipment,  amounted  to  about  92  cents  to 
$1.15  per  box;  transportation  charges  from  Gerona  to  New  York,  70  cents  - 
to  Chicago,  $1.06  -  and  to  London,  $1.10  to  ^1.65,  according  xo  the  route 
and  type  of  stowage.    The  United  States  tjriff  on  Cuban  grapefruit  amounts 
to  87  cents  per  box  except  during  August  and  September  when  it  is  just 
half  this  figure.     In  the  1932-33  season  it  ..as  necessary  to  get  a  price 
for  Isle  of  Pines  grapefruit  of  around  $3.03  per  box  at  ftew  York  in  order 
to  cover  ^picking,  packing,  customs' ""duty,  freight,  and  selling  costs  without 
any  return  for  the  fruit  itself,  according  to  Mr,  W.  Skin  Birch,  Publisher 
of  the  Isle  of  Pines  Fost.     Since-  the  tariff  in  the  United  Kingdom  ranges 
from  about  25  cents  to  50  cents  per  box,  depending  on  the  season,  it  is 
probably  necessary  to  secure  a  price  of  §3.00  to  ^3.50  a  box  to  prevent 
the  grower  from  incurring  a  loss  on  shipments  to  that  market.     (The  price 
would  vary  depending  on  the  time  shipped  and  the  cost  of  the  transportation 
selected. ) 

a/  Material  on  acreage,  production,  varieties,  costs,  etc.  in  the  Isle  of 
Pines  from  Mr.  W.  Ekin  Birch,  Publisher,  Isie  of  Pines  Post.    Exports  from 
the  Isle  of  Pines  were  supplied  by  Capt.  William  J.  Mills,  Treasurer  and 
General  Manager"  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  Steamship  Company.     Consider,  ble  data 
on  tho  grapefruit  situation  on  the  mainland  of  Cuba  was  received  from  :h'. 
H.  Litvinne,  Exporter,  Havana. 
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Exports:  Exports  of  grapefruit  from  the  Isle  of  Pines  averaged 
193,000~boxes  in  the  5-year  period,  1926-27  to  1930-31.    Exports  were 
much  smaller  than  they  would  have  been  had  the  late  crop  of  1926  not 
been  destroyed  by  a  hurricane  which  also  injured  trees  so  that  full 
production  did  not  develop  again  until  the  crop  of  1929  or  1930.  Ex- 
ports, however,  remained  below  those  of  1926-27  season  until  the  record 
movement  in  1931-32  of  298,000  boxes.    Exports  in  1932-33  and  1933-34 
were  smaller  chiefly  because  of  low  prices  and  hurricane  damage.  Ex- 
ports, however,  took  a  spurt  this  season  (1934-35)  especially  in  August 
and  September.    This  appears  to  have  been  partly  due  to  the  lower  duty 
in  the  United  States  in  those  months  under  the  new  Cuban  Agreement, 
which  was  adopted  this  year.    About  185,000  boxes  wore  shipped  in  the 
4-month  period  July  to  October  compared  with  79,000  in  the  same  period 
of  1933  and  183,000  in  1932.     Of  the  185,000  boxes  shipped  this  season 
about  110,000  went  to  the  United  States,  66,000  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  8,000  to  Canada  and  the  small  remainder  of  less  than  1,000  boxes 
to  continental  European  countries.     See  table  on  following  page. 

Exports  of  -  grapefruit  arc  made  from  Cuba  the  year  around  but  the 
heaviest  movement  is  from  August  through  October.    The  Cuban  crop  is 
usually  ready  for  market  about  the  first  of  August  or  about  two  months 
prior  to  the  heavy  shipments  from  Florida.    Most  of  the  Cuban  grapefruit 
is  shipped  to  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom.    The  United  States 
usually  proves  to  be  a  good' market  from  August  to  October  or  before  the 
Florida  movement  is  heavy.    Shipments  are  made  to  the  United  Kingdom 
during  this  period  and  also  later  in  the  season.     The  quantity  of  any  ono 
crop  shipped  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States  and  to  the  United  Kingdom 
depends  largely  on  tho  size  of  the  fruit.     Sizes  80's/largor  .to  the  box 
are  desired  in  the  United  Status  end  80Ts/ smaller  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
In  other  words Is  rge  grapefruit  are  preferred  in  the  United  States  and 
small  fruit  in  the  United  Kingdom.    Furthermore,  the  sizes  not  desired  in 
either  market  are  heavily  discounted. 

Grapefruit  have  been  exported  from  the  Isle  of  Pines  for  the  lost 
20  years.  " Exports  in  1916  amounted  to  75,000  boxes,  in  1919  they  reached 
134,000,  in  1922  they  exceeded  216,000,  and  in  1931  they  went  over  300,000 
boxes.   (See  table  following  page.)  -  The  Isle  of  Pines  is  probably  the  old- 
est important  foieign  exporter  of  grapefruit  in  the  world.     The  early  start 
of  the  grapefruit  industry  in  the  Isle  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  many 
American  grapefruit  growers  -who  were  -discouraged  by  freezes  in  Florida 
emigrated  to  the  Isle  of  Pines. 

No  very  reliable  figures  arc  available  on  experts  of  grapefruit 
from  the  mainland  of  Cuba.     In  years  of  good  prices  exports  might  be  as 
high  as  25,000  boxes    nd  in  less  favorable  ones  from  15,000  to  18,000  boxes 
according  to  Mr.  H.  Litvinne,  Exporter,  Hcban  .    Exports  during  1932-33  will 
be  small  because  of   the  injury  done  to  grapefruit  groves  in  the  province 
of  Camaguey  by  the  hurricane  of  November,  19  32.    Most  of  tho  exports  from 
the  mainland  go  to  the -United  Kingdom.     The' industry  is  largely  in  the 
hands  of  American  and  British  growers. 

Reports  from  both  the  mainland  of  Cuba  :  nd  the  Isle  of  Pines  indicate 

that  the  growers  are  in  severe  financial  straits  because,  of  the  low  prices 

received  for  grapefruit  in  tho  last  four  years  and  the  added  difficulty  of 

having  no  tariff-free  market  in  which  to  dispose  of  their  crops  such  as  have 
the  United  States,  Puerto  Rican,  and  South  African  growers.     This  situation 

hp's  resulted  in  considerable  abandonment  of  poor  yielding  groves  and  some 
removals. 
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CUBA:    Exports  of  grapefruit  from  the  Isle  of 
Pines,  calendar  years  1916  to  1932 


______________ — . — ___________  

Year           .'  Boxes 

:  : 

Year           .  Boxes 

i  91R   •                32 .194 

„verage  . .  :  97,477 

average  .:  216,825 

average  ..:  200,452 

average  .  : 

Supplied  by  Capt.  Win.  J".  Mills,  Treasurer  and  General  Manager  of  the  Isle 
of  Pines  Steamship  Co.  a/  Reduced  »y  hurricane  of  1926.  h/  Hurricane  of 
1933.     c/  To  October  18. 


CUBA:     Exports  of  grapefruit  from  the  Isle  of  Pines, 
_y  months  and  crop-years,  1927-28  to  1934-35 


Month 

.1928-29: 

1929-30. 

1930-31 

rAverage 
: 1926-27. 
:1930-31 

1931-32 

1932-33 

•1933-34: 

1934-35 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000  . 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1 , 000  : 

1 ,  I 

lioxes  : 

boxes 

boxes 

:  boxes 

boxes 

boxes 

boxes 

boxes 

July  

3 

:  6 

4 

:        3  . 

4 

4 

iiUg  

:      52  : 

76 

:  102 

:  59 

;      68  . 

38 

:      38  : 

81 

Sept  

:  48 

;  51 

:  104 

:  71 

:  181 

121 

:      36  : 

1  72 

Oct  

28 

6 

8 

:      20  . 

32 

:  19 

1  : 

28 

Nov  

3 

6 

5 

:  6 

10 

:  5 

1  ■ 

Dec  

•      a/  i 

1 

:  2 

>  a 

:      a/  . 

1 

:      a/  : 

Jan  

_y  • 

7 

;  2 

•  ^ 

_/ 

a/ 

a/ 

Feb  

1                       J-  4 

11  ' 

:  4 

:  6 

:  3 

a/ 

:       1  : 

March   

3  : 

14 

:  3 

•  g 

;  3 

_-pril  ..... 

8 

17  . 

1 

:  8 

3/ 

:  1 

a/  . 

May   

:       3  ; 

13 

:  3 

a/ 

l 

a/ 

June   

3 

t  _L 

0 

:  a/ 

Total  . . . 

159 

208 

235 

:  193 

298 

187 

:  83 

Supplied  by  Capt.  Wia.  J.  Mills,  Tre 


surer  and  General  Manager  of  the  Isle 


of  Pines  Steamship  Co.     a/  Less  than  500  boxes. 


